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Baskets
Baskets woven with tree bark, rattan and  bamboo are still used by the
natives everyday. They use the baskets to carry harvest such as fruits,
paddy and other crops, as well as any tools that they need to take with
them when they go out to work in a field or the jungles. Today techniques
used for making woven baskets have been used to make contemporary
products such as stationery holders, trays and decorative pieces for the
home. Seen here is the carrier called “wakid“, a basket made by the
Dusun/Kadazan people who live at the foot of Mount Kinabalu. The back
carrier is cylindrical at the base and has a flared-out top. The body is made
from pieces of carefully split bamboo that tightly fit at an elongated base.
A pair of shoulder straps made either of woven split rattan or bark cloth
complete the form and function of this basket.

Beads
Beaded products made by the Rungus people from Kudat are
especially known for their burst of colours and intricate designs.
According to tradition, the patterns on the beads knit together rep-
resent special meanings and tell a story. Most Rungus beaded
products are worn as a part of the Rungus traditional costume, as
a loose band of beads worn crossed over the chest and back.
Current pieces also function as deco pieces for the home and used
as wall hangings. The beaded necklaces seen here are known as
“pinakol”. 

Handicraft
Even with today’s designer innovations, traditional handicraft has
always been a part of the lives of Sabah’s peoples. From functional
objects to decorative accessories, the various handicraft made
throughout Sabah reflect the culture that they come from. 


