
Cheeky long-tailed macaques, rare silver leaf monkeys and hand-
some water buffaloes roam in the mangrove forests and the
plains along the Garama River. Birdwatchers delight in catching

sight of birds like the gold-whiskered barbets, blue-eared kingfishers
and olive-winged bulbuls perched in the trees. Even the calm waters are
alive with crocodiles that occasionally peep above the murky water. The
show doesn’t stop there. After the sun sets, the trees magically twinkle
with thousands of fireflies. 

But the stars of the Garama River are the curious-looking proboscis
monkeys that balance on the trees along the river early in the morning
and later in the day. The Garama attracts thousands of visitors each
year who eagerly climb into boats for a relaxing ride and a chance to
catch sight of these fascinating primates on the Garama River Cruise.

The distinctive nose that hangs off the face of the male monkeys
gave the monkey the perfect name. In the Malay language these pri-
mates are called “Monyet Belanda” or “Dutch Monkeys” because the
locals thought they looked like the Dutch colonizers who had big noses!
Reaching up to 7 inches in length, the nose plays the main part in cre-
ating that resonant call they make to warn enemies. As skillful climbers
and competent swimmers the proboscis monkeys live around man-
grove swamps and riverine areas, hence river cruises as the vehicle for
a visit to their homes.

The Garama River is in the district of Beaufort, a small town 2 hours
away from Kota Kinabalu. From Beaufort town it is another 25 kilome-
tres before you reach the starting point of your cruise. Arrange your trip
and cruise with a licensed tour operator. 
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