IV Saturday, December 29, 2007

a couple of day’s time, the year_
I N 2007 will be gone for goods®On Dec
31, at midnight, we will#officially bid
goodbye to the old year. | believe
most of us will remember the year with nostal-
gic warmth. So much had happened, so many
experiences and so many memaories to keep.

The rose-tinted memory of yesteryear howev-
er will surely be overlaid by expectations of the
coming year.

Most of us hope for prosperity and good
health, while others hope for love and romance.
With those expectations, we usher in the New
Year with pomp and pageantry. This is a tradi-
tion all over the world.

In Sabah, the celebration is not unique. But it _..-""
is a sight worth seeing, especially if you are &
playing tour guide for the day. (or if you are
one) _.-__--"'

In all townships and human settlements in
Sabah, especially those at the aside; dusk will
see people crowding to the b Men, women
and children will mill around, for the
best spots to settle.

H PPy
Year!

SPECIAL PROMOTION

PASTA & PIZZA
TAKE AWAY 30% OFF

(Subjected to 5% Gov.tax only)

DINE IN 15%0 OFF

(Subjected to 10% service charge & 5% Gov. tax)
*valid from 15t Nov 2007 to 315t Dec 2007

Authentic Italian Cuisine
FRATINI’S RESTAURANT
Ground flr&First flr, Unit No.10, Block B,
Warisan Square, Sabah
For reservations, please call:

088-484 222 /484 299
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With these expectations,
we usher in the New Year
with pomp. and pageantry.
= 1NiS IS & iti

They vie for ‘prime’ spots and when they do
find one, they will lay out their mats and towels.
Food from picnic hampers and baskets will be

all over the world.

set out. Some more industrious individuals will
light fires for barbecues, while others will light
bonfires to keep away the mosquitoes as well as
to warm themselves:

The wind from the sea can be chilly even for
die-hard New Year revellers.

Eating drinking and making merry will be the
order of the day. All sorts of food will be con-
sumed...never mind the ants, as well as bever-
ages. .

As midnight nears, the anticipation of the "
crowds becomes so intense that you can almost
touch it. Then as the midnight hour strikes its
first chime, ring or clank, the crowds shout
“Happy New Year” and then dash to the water to
take the first soak for the New Year.

Some will submerge themselves while others
will just splash each other. For most of us the
gesture, which is, washing or submerging in
water means the washing away of ‘bad luck’
from last year and cleansing our body and mind
i icipation of new experiences for the €om-

has been practised by
the people of , hotably the natives, for a
long time.

Those living in the interior will go to the

rivers _.and streams to wash during the New
Year. Some who cannot do this during midnight
will usually'go through the ritual the following
day.

Their reason for bathing during the New Year
is interesting. Some believe that a magical king-
dom is loated high in the mountains and that the
divine beings there only bath in the river once a
year, which is the New Year. At that time the
people will bath downstream hoping that the
‘magic’ and ‘good fortune’ sloughed off the mag-
ical folks will stick to them.

That day they will celebrate, eating, drinking
and generally making merry. Livestock will
become ‘victims’ of their revelry. Some more
‘opulent’ family will beat the gong, drink, dance
and sing.

Nowadays, heralding in the New Year is car-
ried in various ways, especially for city dwellers.
They will usually go to entertainment outlets
and eateries to celebrate the occasion.

They will treat their families and friends to
dinner and a night out.

That | think is better than going all out on a
_"partil. But then again...it depends on the individ-
uals.

Have a great time ushering in 2008.’

BORNEO SURVIVOR RESORIT

Welcome to the one afidhanly
Island Natural Mud Vol:
canic Spa In Malaysia.

For further details please contact us at :

Tel No: 6088-230806,6088-268985(0)

Tel No: 6019-8803933 (HP)/ h
6088-919686(Resort) ]

Fax No: 6088-237806/6088-238985 (

Email: borneosr@sabah.com.my ;

borneosr@streamyx.co

Website: http://www.bor,neosu.rvivor.com.my
Owned & Managed by

Neutral Bay Sdn ‘BF

We can help you
plan other
Sabah destination too!

GUNTER'S @AS‘THAUS;
German Restaurant

EAT as MANY TIMES
asYOU CAN!!I

from RM 8.88 ++

Served MON-SAT 11.30am — 1.30pm / 6.30pm-8.00pm
NOT served on Sunday's & Public Holidays...

ionssContact us:
-

NEATITS HESTIN

HECTU88T217 249

B
Address: =
Batu 2, Tuaran Road,
Likas.
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