
The Shangri-La
Rasa Ria
Resort is

located in
Tuaran, a 45-
minute drive
from Kota Kin-
abalu. The
resort building

is welcoming,
according guests a
sense of being

cared for. 
This atmosphere

is further enhanced by a
well-kept garden, just like
something one would
desire for one’s home
compound.

On one side of the
hotel, facing the sea, is a meander-
ing pathway that leads to the Ocean
restaurant and wedding pavilion,
and a nicely kept garden with flow-
ering plants. The plants seem to
shower the area with white and
yellow flowers.

Alongside the walkway, the
grass is kept trim, giving a sense
of unending greenness to the
lawn. An egret walks around
nonchalantly adding quaintness
on the whole scenario.

Flowers adorn the side of

the pathway, right up to the pavilion where
the white bougainvillaea blossoms. 

The area seems to be dreamily inspired
by dewy eyed brides and dashing grooms
about to take on a whole new world.

The place is beautifully touched up to
lend it an ethereal beauty especially when
hues from the sunset add colour to the
plants and flowers there.  

The head gardener, Jaiwal Mojiun, 33,
originally from Kota Marudu, is very proud
of the fern garden. Although the area is
quite small, the plants there seem to
enhance the space. For the imaginative,

one almost feels that step-
ping into the garden, one
has been transported
somewhere else, such as
beneath a jungle canopy. 

The palm area is also
well worth a visit. There are
many types of palm there
that are only found in the
jungle or in sago palm plan-
tations.

They are planted in such
a way that it gives the resort
an eco-friendly atmos-
phere, almost so that it
seems the concrete just
makes way to jungle. 

Taking care of the hotel
garden is no mean feat as it

covers six acres and has 144 types of
plants growing on it, including flowering
plants, ornamental shrubberies and trees. 

The gardeners, five of them at any one
time, maintain the whole area. They have
to prune, fertilise, water and generally
ensure that the plants do not wilt or die.
They also have to plan new landscape
materials periodically.

Besides that, Jaiwal and his team ensures
that the resort has enough flowers to adorn its
various nooks and crannies, including rooms,
corridors, eateries and the lobby. 

Jaiwal, who has worked for the
resort since 1997, takes everything
in his stride.

“A resort garden is like a dress.
When it is beautiful and well main-
tained, the building, which is con-
crete and quite impersonal, will look
welcoming and pleasant,” he says. 

“Gardening is an enjoyable job
when you can look beyond the hard
work and anticipate the end result. It
is rewarding for me, when I see
beautiful healthy plants and flowers
in the garden.”

“I always look forward to introduc-
ing new flowers and plants on new
landscapes,” he adds.

It is not a wonder therefore that
Rasa Ria has a nice garden. This is
because of the dedication that staff
members like Jaiwal have for their
job.

And equally, it is no wonder that
guests are appreciative of such a
pleasant atmosphere.
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