
Sepilok Laut Sandakan is a relatively new
tourism product in the West Coast of
Sabah. The doorway to this breathtaking

natural vista is the Sepilok Laut Reception Cen-
tre (SLRC), situated amidst the wilds of Kabili-
Sepilok Forest Reserve.

SLRC is pristine, unsullied by human devel-
opment, with unspoiled eco-system. The air is

cool, the water sparkling and the shrubberies
untouched.

Located near the seaside, the SLRC boasts a
wide abundance of flora and fauna, including birds,
butterflies, mousedeers, deer and wild buffaloes.

Other wildlife includes monkeys and orang utans.
Various types of herbs are also available there.
The SLRC comprise 4294 hectares of land, some of

which are mangrove swamps. This natural heritage
opened in 1994 and was slowly developed for tourism
and research in biodiversity. It has played hosts to many
people who came to the site to study nature, while
enjoying its stark beauty. 

Because of this, the centre has established various

facilities for recreation activities such as trekking, camping and
sports. Nature and the terrain there is actually commendable to
people who wish to enjoy endurance sports. It can tax them phys-
ically and mentally.

Most of us love the wild and will be averse to sleeping under
the stars, but we need to have a proper toilet. SLRC does not dis-
appoint as 500 metres away from the reception centre, there is a
good washroom and a nice hall. These facilities are built by the
government for the people.

This centre is only 45 minutes away from the Sepilok Urang
Utan Rehabilitation Centre and 35 minutes boat ride away from
Sandakan town. Boats are plenty in Sandakan, so getting to the
centre is not a problem.

However, if you wish to visit the centre and need more infor-
mation, call the District Forest Department at Jalan Leila, San-
dakan.

Assistant Forest Superintendent Sarman Ali says his staffs are
always ready to assist guests who wish to visit the area and
accord them as much assistance as possible.

He says the acknowledgement of the forest reserve as a
“Sabah Heritage” is in line with the development of eco-Tourism
in Sabah. 
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